
We are gearing up our Twitter campaign for #AB1612 and I am wondering how 
many of you have and are using Twitter? We do know that many legislators are 
very active on Twitter and some have followers in the thousands, so feeling 
comfortable with using tweets is going to be an important part of getting out our 
message on #AB1612 to them. Luckily, it's pretty simple.  
The CNMA's username is @CalMidwives  
Please follow @CalMidwives and retweet the CNMA messages to your legislators 
and friends, etc. At the very least we can all follow each other to keep in touch 
with what's happening. Remember to use the topic hashtag #AB1612 in your 
tweets so we can keep up.  
Some basic Twitter terminology (there's a lot more, but these are the 
fundamentals)...  
The @ sign is used to call out usernames in Tweets: "Hello @CalMidwives !" 
People will use your @username to mention you in Tweets, send you a message 
or link to your profile. @username  
A username is how you're identified on Twitter, and is always preceded 
immediately by the @ symbol. For instance, the CNMA username is 
@CalMidwives.  
hashtag (n.)  
A hashtag is any keyword or topic immediately preceded by the # symbol. When 
you click on a hashtag, you'll see other Tweets containing the same word or 
phrase. We're using #AB1612, #midwivespass1612, etc. In general, shorter is 
better since Twitter limits you to 140 characters max per tweet.  
mention (n., v.)  
Mentioning other users in your Tweet by including the @ sign followed directly 
by their username is called a “mention.” Also refers to Tweets in which your 
@username was included. If you put the mention at the beginning of the tweet, it 
is a direct message to them.  
Retweet (n.), RT  
A Tweet that you forward to your followers is known as a Retweet. Often used to 
pass along news or other valuable discoveries on Twitter, Retweets always retain 
original attribution.  
Here's more, in case you're interested... 
https://support.twitter.com/articles/166337-the-twitter-glossary  
	  


